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and the first.Age-related differences in the
sensitivity of the rat vestibular nerve to
primary and secondary ototoxic damage. The
susceptibility of the vestibular nerve to
primary (oxidative) and secondary (cortical)
ototoxic damage was studied in young and old
rats. Oxidative damage was created by
exposure to 0.5 microM (NADH)-0.75 mM
(FeCN4-) for 20 min., and secondary damage
was produced by 36-hr treatment with 0.6



mM (FeCN4-) in oxygen. In both young and
old rats, oxidative damage significantly
decreased the stereocilia bundle potentials
and had no effect on the vestibular evoked
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that old animals are more susceptible to
secondary rather than primary ototoxic
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